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of patients as a criterion of llio relative salubrity of the seasons, wo seek to deter¬ 
mine it by the proportional mortality in a given population, the results become 
notably changed, and summer does not appear so insalubrious. In fact, ol 55,609 
deaths in Berlin, in seven years, tlm proportion was 1110 in 100 in autumn; 
24-71 in spring; 24-87 in winter; in summer, 26-31. The month of August has 
always proved the most insalubrious and fatal. Comparing these results at Beilin 
with thoso derived from the ollieial documents respecting the ranatary state of 
l’aris and Philadelphia, wo shall seo that Paris, from 1819 to 1826, lost 189,126 
inhabitants, and in the proportion of 28 63 in 100 in spring; 25-29 in winter; 23-44 
in summer; and 22-61 in autumn; whilst the city of Philadelphia numbered, from 
1811 to 1820, 23,486 deaths, in the proportion of 31-19 in 100 in summer; 23-75 
in spring; 23-89 in autumn; and 21-15 in winter. Thus, the law established by 
Hippocrates, on the relative inllnenco of the seasons, does not hold good univer¬ 
sally. At Berlin and Philadelphia, the highest amount of modality is in summer; 
but at Paris, in spring. On the other hand, the minimum mortality is at Paris 
and Berlin in autumn; whilst at Philadelphia it is in winter. Thus, wo may 
suppose these differences to be partly traceable to locality, soil, water, and other 
conditions of climate. One cannot otherwise understand how the maximum mor¬ 
tality is at ono season in one place, at another, in another. Further, ns MM. 
Quotelet and Villormo have remarked, this maximum and minimum may vary 
in the same country at different epochs. It follows, from a table by M. Casper, 
that at llorlin, in the eighteenth century, the maximum mortality was in spring, 
as it now is in Paris; and again, the minimum was at Berlin, in that century, in 
winter, whereas it is now in autumn. Temperature stands foicmost among tho 
conditions which notably make tho influence exercised by the seasons to vary. 
It results, from the researches of M. Casper, that every extreme of temperature, 
at either end of tho scale, oxercbes a disastrous influence on human life; and this 
applies to all tho seasons indifferently, and by the very fact of sudden variation. 
M. Casper believes that he has also arrived at tho Inw, that nt almost every season 
tho augmentation of atmospheric pressure increases, whilst tho diminution du- 
crensos, tho ratio of mortality—i. o., that tho mortality is directly ns tho pressure. 
Tho preceding facts are chiefly taken from Dr. Casper’s valuable essay, published 
last year at Borlin, and entitled “ Dcnkwurdigkoilen zur Mcdicinischen Stulistik 
und Staatsarzneikundo.”— ImiiccI, Sept. 11, 1847. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

94. Epidemic Cholera .—This disease has, for tho second time, invaded Europe, 
and, as on its first appearance in 1831-2, it threatens to spread over the whole 
globe Tho present epidemic manifested itself in Sept. 1845, at Bokhara and Sit- 
mnrcnnd, and in tho same year, at a point diametrically opposite, at Bagdad, in 
which oily,containing80,000 inhabitants, from 400 to 450 died daily. Tho diseaso 
thence followed tho course of the pilgrims to Mecca, and in November, 1845, 
advanced towards Teheran, ono of tho chief cities of Persia, but did not appear in 
that city till June, 1846. Tho patients there seized with it did not sulTor, it is said, 
from cramps or vomitings, but foil into a kind of lethargy, accompanied with para¬ 
lysis. All remedies wero unavailing, and thoso seized died al tho ond of from 
three to eight hours. Not less than 300 died every day, and of 130,000 people 
in the city, 9000 fell victims to tho seourgo. The epidemic declining there, then 
directed Us course through the districts of Schirmun, Kasbin, and Kaschan; and 
in August approached Tauris, and then Aslrabad—always pursuing a westward 
courso. At Tauris, the malady did not appear with so groat severity; little was 
complained of by patients except vomiting and cramps, which were relieved by 
medicines. In its course through Persia, the cholera did not always follow tho 
direction of tho winds, nor that of tho cltiof roads or valleys, but its march was 
irregular, and largo tracts woro passed over. 

In October, 1846, tho cholera showed itself in tho region of tho Caucasus, but 
in a very mild form; and on the 13lh of Mny, 1847, appeared at Tiflis. In that 
city, from tho 13lh of May to tho 24lh of June, but sixly-soven persons died out of 
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164 attacked, and amidst a popnlation of 6000. Tho lower classes, oxposed to 
various depressing agents, were those who sull'ered. ' 

In the middlo of July, tho cholera advanced to Now Russia, about tho mouths 
of tho Don, where overy preparation had been niado by tho Government against 
its approach. In August, tho disease continued to rago in Titlis, and advanced 
to Erzeroum, Kars, and Koutais, as well as to some parts of tho black Sea—viz., 
Batonm and lledout-Khald. At Erzeroum the malady was very mild, but at Ua- 
toum more severe. In tho Caucasus, tho Russian army suffered greatly from its 
ravages, and it has lately carried off some of the chief commanders,—diminishing 
in somo detachments, but increasing in others. Tho tables of mortality in Now 
Russia stale, that of 639 seized, SO 1 have died. 

On tho 9th of September, tho cholera reached Trebizond: from that day to the 
15th, the epidemic increased; but from tho 15th to the 18th, it declined. About 
300 cases occurred in this period, of which 103 died; and tho sanatory physician 
of tho city declares, that if tho malady be troated early, ninety out of 100 may bo 
saved. On tho 4th of September, Erzeroum, which had suffered in July and 
August, began to be free from tho disease, whilst it had again broken out at Rag- 
dad, but not so severely as boforo, and by tho last courier was announced to bo on 
tho declino. 

During September, tho cholera continued to rago in Southern Russia, assuming 
a severo form, and carrying off, as reported, wholo villages, but had not passed 
boyond Charkow? Riga was said, but, it would seem, erroneously, to bo visited by 
the epidemic. On October tho 5th, tho Russian oflicial reports announced that the 
malady pursued its course northward and westward, and that some cases had oc¬ 
curred at Orel, at Toula, at Saratof, and ns far ns tho villngo of I’ensa-, only fifty 
leagues from Moscow. In this, its north-western routo through tho province of 
Astrakan, and to the borders of Walachia, and Moldavia, 7248 persons had been 
seized, of whom 3342 had died— i. e , from tho closo of August, until tho middlo 
of September. The last accounts from Russia, howevor, slato that tho malady is 
on the decline, and that fow cases arc now mot with in Saratof, Woroncsch, Tnm- 
bof, and Knsan; but that there is a fresh outbreak in Persia, whence tho epidemic 
tends lo Asiaiic Turkey. It is, also, reported that tho cholera has shown itself at 
Forecop, about fifty miles from Odessa; but that it is declining in intensity at Tre¬ 
bizond, and has disappeared from Taugarok and Mareanopel,on the shores of tho 
sea of Asoph. 

Towards the closo of September, it was announced that tho cholera had arrived 
on the frontiers of Gallieia, and that some cases had occurred in Silesia and Mo¬ 
ravia. It has been more recently stated, that a case had presented itself in ono of 
tho hospitals of Vienna; but this wants confirmation. 

From tho preceding account, based on official documents, the approach of the 
cholera to this country is rendered morally certain; it follows pretty much tho 
samo routo as heretofore; it is seen to bo unstayed by olimato: penetrating, as it 
does, towards northern Russia; to vary in intensity, and oven in character, at dif¬ 
ferent places; to pass over tracts of country; and not to follow, except a general 
north-westward course, any direction favoured by tho physical features of the 
country, or the direction of tho winds. 

Upon tho wholo, the career of tho prosont opidemie does not appear to bo so 
fatal as that of tho last; and it would, also, seem to dilfer in some characters, 
although presenting in all that peculiar one—viz., excessive collapso. — ImiiccI , 
Nov. 6, 1847. 1 1 



